
Prevention would be better than cure 

Typical problems associated with abandoned vehicles 

 
It is only too apparent that damage to the security and social environments of 
housing estates may often be caused by the abandonment of vehicles or abuse 
of parking rights within an estate. 

 
Recent changes in legislation covering abandoned vehicles has assisted local 
authorities in their removal, where the emphasis has been on tackling the 
consequences of dumped vehicles. 

  

A New Approach 

 
A barrier gate lock system developed by Gerda Security Products has provided 
the opportunity for Local Authorities to adopt a more preventative approach 
to the situation.  This enables improvements in environmental, and health and 
safety aspects of where the system has been installed.  An example of the 



working system is on the Clarence Way Estate in the London Borough of 
Camden. 
 
 
Silla Carron, the Tenants Association Chair of the Clarence Way Estate has 
campaigned tenaciously to see the transformation of the estate, working 
together with  Camden Council.  She feels that if residents pay for a parking 
bay, they should have access to it regardless of whether or not it is used 
regularly – but this right is all too often abused.  Whilst penalties may be 
imposed in the form of charges by parking attendants, the end result is that 
the vehicles need to be moved. 

  

The Gerda barrier gate lock system® 

 
Having a system that ensures residents can rightfully access their parking bays; 
that assists in preventing anti-social behaviour such as arson and one which 
assists in giving back the residents their community is valued highly – the 
Gerda barrier gate system is one measure that has improved the estates. 
 

“The beauty of the Gerda [barrier gate] lock is that you have to close the gate 
to get back your key – this makes you close the gate behind you.  If you are 
careless with your key and it goes missing – then there is a cost ….so you look 
after it!   Even in a wheelchair you are able to turn the key and open the 
gates.  The Fire Brigade and the Ambulance service are able to gain access 
when they need to and park where they are meant to….” Silla Carron,  National 
Voluntary Award Winner 2004, speaking on 18th October 2005 

 



From a Local Authorities viewpoint, Peter Watts, Patch Manager for several 
estates within the London Borough of Camden, is pleased with this type of 
preventative measure: 
 
“To find a product that works and is effective is ideal …you don’t have to keep 
paying out for lock replacements.  Over time, all gates within the Gospel Oak 
Neighbourhood will be replaced with this barrier gate lock system, starting 
with areas subject to congestion such as those located near street markets. 
 
The Gerda barrier gate lock system can assist in preventing the problem of 
abandoned vehicles and the anti-social behaviour often associated with them 
 


